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Storage Terminology
NAS 
• Network Attached storage
• File level data storage connected to a computer network providing 

data access to heterogenous network clients
Client/Server
• Computing architecture implemented over a computer network, 

allows devices to share files and resources
CIFS or SMB (Windows) and NFS (UNIX)
• Two most common used NAS protocols
Share, export
• A CIFS server makes data available via shares, a Unix server makes 

data available via exports
Drive mapping, mounting
• CIFS clients typically map a network drive to access data stored on a 

server, Unix clients typically mount the remote resource



Storage Terminology
SAN
• Storage Area Network
• Provides block level access to client systems
LUN
• Logical unit number
• A disk, presented by a SAN, to a host OS that looks like a locally

attached disk to the host OS
Target
• The machine that offers a disk (LUN) to another machine, in other 

words Storage
Initiator
• The machine that expects to see a disks, in other words host OS


